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vation for ruined Europe, but it met with little response;
and from the end of 1919 onwards the Entente split until
the French gradually whole-heartedly backed the Turks,
and the British half-heartedly backed the Greeks.
The Greeks were from the beginning in a bad position.
They strained for greatness. Their resources were
meagre and their ambitions great. They set out on a
crusade backed by the Allies. But as soon as they left
the seashore they found themselves in a barren wild
country, and were deserted by the Allies and eventually
warned that they must evacuate. They endeavoured to
annex lands to which they had no rights except those
of force, while on the other hand they were opposed
by a people fighting desperately for their homes.
They played, moreover, at being the champions of their
oppressed fellow-countrymen in Anatolia, but this was
but a fancied r61e. I remember well an incident that
aptly illustrated this. One day, M. Canelopoulos came
to the Embassy.
" I hope," said the High Commissioner, " that your
Excellency's troops will advance no further into Anatolia,
for, if they do, I fear that all the Christians may be
murdered."
" I hope," replied M. Canelopoulos, " that the
massacres begin soon, for we have need of a raison
d'etre for advancing." And I could only think of the
incident a few weeks before when, in fear of the Turkish
irregulars, the Greek population had flocked out of the
village of Aidin behind Smyrna to follow the retreating
Greek troops to safety, and how the Commanding Officer
had driven them back knowing that they would be